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INTRODUCTORY. NOTE. 


This monograph, the third of the Mysore Archieological Series; A tr/nlea- 
ture and Sculpture in Mysore, treats of the Lakshiiiidcvi templi! at Dodda 
Gaddavalli, Hassan Taluk, founded by a great merchant of the name of 
Kullahaua-Rahuta and his wife Saliajadevi in A. D. 1113 during tlie reign of 
the Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana. This temple has boon selected not for 
any exuberance of its decorative details but for its rare quadruple form and 
the symmetrical disposition of its plan. The first monograph dealt with a 
temple consisting of throe cells, the second with a temple consisting of one 
cell, but the present deals with a temple consisting of four cells. The 
Laksbmidevi temple is thus a typical structure of the Hoysala style of archi¬ 
tecture and appears to be the only one of its kind in Mysore. It is likewise 
one of the very early examples of the Hoysala style, having been built four 
years before the Kesava temple at Bclur. 

As in the case of the previous monographs, Mr. T. Namassivayain Pillai, 
the Photographer and Draughtsman of my Office, is responsible for the illus¬ 
trations. 

The list of the artistic buildings of the Hoysala and Dravidian styles in 
Mysore given in the first monograph has now been enlarged to some extent by 
the addition of some more monuments of the two stylos brought to light by 
recent exploration. Though by no means exhaustive, it is sufficient to give 
an idea of the richness of Mysore in these artistic treasures. 

It only remains for me to express my thanks to scholars and the press 
for their appreciative notices of my monograph on the Kesava temple at 
Somanathapur. 


Bangalore, 
June 1919. 


E. NARABIMHACHAR. 




PROVISIONAL LISE OF ARTISTIC BUILDINGS OF THE HOISALA AND 
DRAVIDIAN STYLES IN MYSORE. 


Those that are marked with an asterisk are more or less in a ruinom 

condition. 

HOYSALA. 


Ttautx 

- —1 

Plaox 

Period 

BnoH 

Bsiiaais 

1. 

fitnmivua 

Tonaabi 

0.1047 

Vinayadi^ 

• •a 

S. 

Ukllinsthk-buti* ... 

Angadi 

C. 1060 

do 


8. 

Kad*resvan 

Balgami 

C.1060 

do 

Tri|ile. 

4. 

Tripnnuitefai* 

do 

1070 

do 

Doable. 

6. 

Xaitabhaivini 

Kappalnr 

C.IOID 

do 

aaa 

«. 

AdiDftthk-bHti 

Cbikka Banaadga ... 

0.1090 

do 

Iri]iie. 

7. 

liakihmideri 

Oodda Baddavalli... 

1118 

Vlahanvardbaaa 

Qoadrnfle 

8. 

Kenvft 

Balnr 

UlT 

do 

aaa 

9. 

Ksppe-OhMUiiginyk 

do 

C.1UT 

do 

Doable. 

10. 

Vin-Nmjrank 

do 

0. HIT 

do 

aaa 

11. 

Kirtl-Muayuis 

Talkad 

IBT 

do 


19. 

Dhtmaam* 

Orama 

1198 

do 


18. 

SawTO 

do 

0.1198 

do 

a.a 

14. 

Naraaimha 

do 

0.1198 

do 

aaa 

IS. 

Kaaava 

Harala 

U80 

do 


16. 

Biddbaivam 

do 

1180 

do 

aaa 

IT. 

FanvaBath».|iaati ... 

BalaUd . 

1188 

do 

aea 

18. 

Boyaalaivsra 

do 

0. 1141 

Naraaiinlia I 

Double. 

19. 

Jain faaatl* . 

Chnlaaandra 

1146 

do 

Triple. 

90. 

Kaaava* 

Bonnavara 

1149 

do 


91. 

Magaaraia* 

Nidnital^iiiga 

0. U60 

do 

aa. 

90. 

Paravanatha-batti ... 

Bamaia 

1160 

do 


98. 

Itvata 

Anofamdo ### aaa 

0.1160 

da 


04. 

Kaaava 

Dhannapna 

1169 

& 

aaa 

96. 

Do . 

Eollakara ... 

1168 

do 

aaa 

98. 

Hojiaiaavan* 

XangbiaiiaUa 

0.1168 

do 

aaa 

99. 

Naiayana* 

Bnttnr 


do 

... 




























vl 

HomiiA—ooatd. 

PlAOi 


as. 

SameiTuB 


Bnttor 

■. 

Kmm 


Nigunangil* 

80. 

Bnhmwnn 


Kikkeri 

81. 

BngfaHTum 


Kor.iii.ng.1. 

88. 

AkkuwbHtl 


Smmw BoIroU 

88. 

AmrilMfum 


Amritapan 

84. 

Singimim* 


Habbdalu 

85. 

Bui(iu»thB-bMU 

... 

Jinuirthipon 

88. 

HkhkUugwmB* 


IbTOtUiihdU 

8T. 

Ohsttomim* 


Oh.tohMteiifaiUi 

88. 

Xrimuiti 

... 

BudikUke 

88. 

Anekkl 


do 

4a 

Koduidk-Buu 


Hlriiiug.lilt' 

41. 

BlddliMVum 


Kodokuii 

43. 

MtUaavm 


Holiyu 

48. 

Vinbbidn 

... 

Onnui 

44. 

And*l 


Bolur 

46. 

SuikUMVin* 

... 

do 

46. 

Kawra* 


Angidi 

4T. 

Sutinatha-bHti* 


Btndalike 

48. 

Kirti-Nutyaiu 


Hnugn 

48. 

KeduHnn 


Holobld 

60. 

Vinbhidn 

... 

do 

61. 

BahMrakuta-bHti ... 


Anikere 

88. 

liTsn 


do 

68. 

Do 


MondlUvue 

64. 

Horihum 


Huibor 

66. 

HoloBingtmr** ... 


Bdlur 

66. 

KoUaivon* 

... 

Hoggm 

67. 

Qaligomn* 


do 

68. 

SomesTin 


Hunhalli 

08. 

Ksfsvi 

... 

do 

oa 

MaUikujniu 

... 

Bmnl 

<1. 

lakafamUIuMiiilta* 

_1 

MnggUuUi 
















HotsaLA— oono{</. 


Tbupi.! 

PUCB 

Pbbiod 

-- 

tisioii 

BEIUBm 

n. 

Baduivs 

MoKRihalli 

• 

C. 1349 

Bomearara 


63. 

Imkabmi-Naruimha 

JaraRai 

C. 1360 

do 

Triple. 

64. 

Iivum* 

Badaoar 

C.1960 

do 

... 

66. 

PftdmB&ftbhA* 

do 

C.1960 

do 


66. 

Panohaliofta 

Ooaindaahalli 

0.1360 

do 

Quistople 

n. 

KewTa* 

NaRalapnza 

C. 1960 

do 

... 

68. 

Kedumvan* 

do 

C. 1360 

do 

... 

66. 

Ualleanra* 

Hnlikal 

a. 1960 

do 

... 

TO. 

Kaaava 

Tandaga 

C. 1960 

do 

... 

Tl. 

[lakahmi.Narayana ... 

Hpaabolaln 

C. 1960 

do 

Triple. 

T8. 

KiiaaTa 

ArUaitu^ 

C. 1960 

do 


T8. 

1)0 

InniTekara 

0.1960 

Maraaimholll ... 


74. 

Uato-SankarMwara ... 

do 

C.1980 

do 

... 

76. 

ToRa-Hadha*a 

Hettikere 

1961 

do 

Triple. 

78. 

Kaaan 

Somaoatbapar 

19n 

do 

do 

77. 

Uadhavanya 

BaUur 

C. 1970 

do 

do 

7B. 

Iiakahmi-Naraaiinha 

Hola-Marripiu 

C. 1910 

do 

do 

76. 

Do 

Viguaaaote 

1986 

do 

do 

80. 

Balalingeavara* 

do 

C.1986 

do 

... 

81. 


BodaUle 

0.1999 

BallaU in 

... 

80. 

NaKanavara* 

do 

C. 1909 

do 



DBAVIOIAN. 


1. 

Handianra 

Nondi 

0.800 

Uovinda HI 


9. 

tiakahmaneawra, ato. 

Avaai 

0. 940 

Bira-HoUmba ... 


8. 

Ohamondanya-baati 

Btavaus Balgola ... 

0.980 



4. 

Kallaama 

Aralagnppe 

a 1061 

TfihhnwMiMn^U 


6. 

Maktinathaavara* ... 

BiBDamaBgala 

0.1100 

Knlottanga-Ohola 


8. 

Vaidyeaeara 

Talked 

0.1100 

do 


7. 

Fanohakota-baati* ... 

Kambadahalli 

0.1190 

ViahnaTudbaiia 


8. 

Haraaimha 

Agata 

0.1190 

do 


9. 

Oangadharearara ... 


1161 

Naiaalmha 1 


10. 

Aman-Manvaaa 

Kalvata 

O. 1960 

Balmndal-Devat 

... 










viii 

DRAViDUN-^eoMli. 



TaMPU 

Puca 

PaaiOD 

Baiea 


11. 

Somamn 

KnradniMle 

0.1960 

lUoanjl-Vuadeoo- 

ib;«. 

... 

u. 

Do . 


1999 

GoBM«a»-De«* 

... 

18. 

Do 

KoUr 

C. 1800 

BolUain 

... 

14. 

Arkemn 

Hile-Alnr 

C. 1800 

do 

... 

16. 

Vidyaiankan 

Briogori 

0.1866 

Bnkkol 

»*a 

16. 

HolUkujim* . 

PonluijuihoUi 

0.1610 

Xiiihiio-Dooa- 

Bay*. 

... 

IT. 

Ai^orMWk 

Ikkail 

0.1660 

Hantamiia-Soyako 1 

... 

18. 

lUngonoiho 

Boagoaiiial* 

0.1600 

PlloRUI 

... 

18. 

Goarimn 

lehndnr 

1664 

Madda-Baja 

... 

98. 

Nilakaatboivon 

JuoUtlge 

1T88 

SoBUMlAllAn* 

Nayakan. 

... 


N*]ntk«n. 
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INTKODUCTORY NOTE. 


The present work forms the second of the Mysore Archa'ological Scries; 
Architecture and Seviptme in Mysore, and deals with the Kesava temple at 
Bclur, one of the most exquisite specimens of the Hoysala stylo of architec¬ 
ture, built by the Hoysala king Vishnuvardhana in A. I). 1117. The 
Kesava temple at Romanathapur, treated of in the first monograph of this 
Series, is a trikutachala or three-celled structure, while the subject of the 
present monograph consists of only one cell, though surrounded by several 
temples, shrines and subsidiary buildings, and, being older thsn the other by 
nearly one hundred and fifty 3 ^earB, may be looked upon a.s one of the earlier 
examples of the Hoysala style. Ac/Cording to Fergusson it combines con¬ 
structive propriety with exuberant decoration to an extent not often 
surpassed in any part of the world. 

To do anything like justice to the marvellous elaboration and beauty of 
the details of this gem of architecture hundreds of plates arc necessary. 
For the purpose of this short monograph, however, only some of the most 
striking features have been selected and the temple is illustrated by forty- 
five plates. The illustrations have been prepared by Mr. T. Namassivayam 
Pillai, the Photographer and Draughtsman of my Office. 

The list of the artistic buildings of the Hoysala and Dravidian styles in 
Mysore given in the first monograph has now been enlarged to some extent 
by the addition of some more monuments of the two styles brought to light 
by recent exploration. Though by no means exhaustive, it is sufficient to 
give an idea of the richness of Mysore in these artistic treasures. 

It only remains for me to express my thanks to scholars and the press 
for their appreciative notices of my Monograph on the Kesa\^ temple at 
Romanathapur. 


BANaALOBB, 
JONB 1919. 


B. NARASIMHACHAR. 




V 


PROVISIONAL LIST OF ARTISTIC BUILDINGS OF THE BOTBALA AND 
DRAVIDIAN STYLES IN MYSORE. 


Those that atre ma/rhed with an asterisk are more or less in a ruinous 

condition. 

HOTSALA. 


Txmpu 

Puoi 

Period 

Bbior 

REMaHU 

1. 

BtUTUVUB 

Tonadu 

fm 

Vinayadi^ 


a. 

Millimthk-buti* 

Augadi 


do 

•00 

8. 

Kedsrmvu* 

Balgami 


do 

Tripla. 

4. 

Tripnnntkiw* 

do 

lOTO 

do 

Doobla. 

6. 

KkitabhMTan 

Koppatnr 

C. lOK) 

do 


6. 

Adia*th*-bMU 

Cbikka Haoaaogo ... 

C. 1080 

do 

Triple. 

T. 

LaJudunidsTi 

Dodda Gaddavaili... 

1118 

ViahnsoardbaDa 

QnadmiOe 

8. 

Keuva 

BaJur 

HIT 

do 

••• 

». 

Kappa-Obrnnlgaray 

do 

C. HIT 

do 

DooUo. 

10. 

Vin-Manytitk 

do 

C. HIT 

do 

... 

11. 

Kteti-Nanr»>* 

lalkad 

HIT 

do 

... 

19. 

DhumMvan 

Grama 


do 

... 

18. 

KeMva 

do 

C. 1198 

do 

• •• 

14. 

MUMixsllA 

do 

C.1198 

do 


16. 

Kauv* 

Maralo 

1180 

do 

• •• 

16. 

BiddbHvan 

do 

1180 

do 

aoi 

IT. 

Panvanatha-liMti ... 

Balebid . 


do 

••• 

IB. 

Boynlamra 

do 

0. U41 

Nanaunba 1 

Doobla. 

19. 

lain taiU* ... .... 

Cbolaaandra 

1146 

do 

Tripla. 

«. 

Xaaava* 

Bonuawa 

1149 

do 


91. 

Nagtarara* 

BfidDgal.diiiga 

C. lUD 

do 


99. 

Panrasatba-baHi ... 

Htggtra 

1160 

do 


98. 

Iivara 

Anakonda 

C. 1160 

do 

••• 

01. 

Kafava . 

Dhamapora 

U68 

do 


96. 

Do . 

HuUakars 

1168 

do 

ooa 

96. 

HofMlaarata* 

laDgiaaiiatta 

C. 1168 

do 


9T. 

Narayaoa* 

Battar 

■a 

do 

... 











Hotsala— 


Tncpu 

pLaoa 

Pbbiod 

Rbion 

llKHanKa 

m. 

SoniMTini 

Snttor 


Naraaimba 1 

Triple. 

m. 

Kn*m 



do 

do 

ao. 

Bnhomnrs 

Kikkori 

1171 

do 


n. 

BuohMvan 

Konmuigidft 

1176 

do 


«. 

Akkuw-buti 

Sravuift BdgoU ... 

1168 

BallaUII 


as. 

AmrltMvin 

AmriUpan 

1196 

do 


ai. 

Btageann* 

H«bl»Ula 

1800 

do 


as. 

8ftotiniitbft-buli 

Jinanathapara 

C. 1900 



aa. 

Hatuliogaama* 

UaTattonhalU 

C.1900 

do 

Triple. 

St. 

CbatUHVftn* 

CbatobattanhaUi ... 

C. 1900 

do 

do 

as. 

Trimurb 

Bu^idikn 

C.1900 

do 

do 

at. 

Aoekid 

do 

C.1900 

do 

do 

40. 

Kodand*-IUnu 

Hirimagalnr 

C. 1900 

do 


41. 

SiddhmiTArft 

Kodakaoi 

C. 1900 

do 


48. 

IfallMvarm 

Httlijrar 

C. 1900 

do 


4S. 

Vinbhadn 

Dauna 

C.1900 

do 

Double 

44. 

Andal 

Belnr 

C. 1900 

do 


46. 

Ibuikwwvkn* 

do ... 

C. 1900 

do 


46. 

KaoTk* 

Angodi 

C. 1900 

do 


4T. 

BiDtiDktha-lMtsli* 

Bo&dalike 

C. 1904 

do 


48. 

Kirti-Nusyana 

Heragu 

1918 

do 


49. 

KadarasiTara 

Halebid 

1919 

do 


aa 

Vinbhadra 

do 

C. 1090 

do 


at. 

Sahaarakata-baati ... 

Araikan 

1990 

do 


aa. 

layara 

do 

C. 1990 

do 


ss. 

Do 

Nanditann 

C. 1900 

do 


64. 

Barihara 

Harihar 

1991 

Maraaimha U ... 


66. 

Hnle-Singeamra* ... 

Banur 

1994 

do 

Triple. 

66. 

KaUe«v»ni* 

Hflggaro 

1999 

do 


67. 

GftUgOfiVKn* 

do 

C. 1989 

do 

... 

68. 

Somaavara 

Harnhalli 

1964 

do 


69. 

Keuv« 

do 

C. 1984 

do 


ao. 

llallikariuiia ... 

Baaaral 

1986 

4o 

Triple. 

ai. 

Iiakthmi-Naraaiinha 

MoggihaUi 

1949 

Somamia 

do 











HOTBALA—ooHelei. 


Tanna 

Plmi 

FmoD 

— 

Hmm 

KlMiMt 

as. 

Baduim 

NnggUioUi 

C. 1646 

Booimn 


«B. 

Iiakihmi-NuMdaili* 

Jovogol 

0.1960 

do 

Ztipio. 

M. 

bvan* 

BndoDor 

0.1960 

do 


16. 

Ptdmaubh** 

do 

0.1960 

do 


66. 

PHioIwUnB* 

OoTindonhollI 

0.1960 

do 

Qaintaplo 

6T. 

KcUTk* 

Ntgolopnn 

C.11I60 

do 


68. 

Kaduwvan* 

do 

0.1860 

do 

... 

66. 

UaUamn* 

Hulikal 

0.1980 

do 

... 

n. 

Kanvs 

Xondogo 

0.1860 

do 

... 

71. 

(akilimi-Nukjsiu ... 

HpoohoUlo 

0.1960 

do 

Mpla. 

76. 

Kmtm 

Anlogappe 

0.1960 

do 


78. 

Do 

TaraTokare 

0.1980 

Mumilinlui in ... 

... 

74. 

Unlo-Boalumw* ... 

do 

0.1980 

do 

... 

76. 

Yogo-Hodluvo 

Bottikore 

1981 

do 

Triplo. 

76. 

Kawvo 

Bomonothopiir 

1988 

do 

do 

77. 

Hodhomnyo 

Beltar 

0. 1910 

do 

do 

78. 

totahml-Norioimho 

Hote-Nuiipnr 

0.1910 

do 

do 

76. 

Do 

VignouDte 

1988 

do 

do 

80. 

BoloUngaavoro* 

do 

0.1988 

do 


81. 

Lokifamikonto 

Hodotale 

0.1989 

ItaUtb m 


88. 

Nogononn* 

do 

0.1919 

do 

... 


DRAVIDIAN. 


1. Mudiran 

Nudi 

0.800 

C 

c 

1 

a 

6N 

••• 

9. I»hihm»nwTM», rto. 

AvMii 

0.940 

Bln-NidaiiUi* ... 


8, Obuaandanyi-bMti 

Bnmu BelgoU ... 

0.980 

BMhuiklUIV ... 


A KallMvin 

Aniagnppe 

0.1061 

XribhnnuuBMll* 


6. HokUiuthwvum* ... 

Binnomingolo 

0.1100 

KnlottDng>.OIioU 


A Viidytmn 

lolkad 

C. 1100 

do 


7. Fuiaiukato-liutl* ... 

KuabodkhiUi ... 

0.1190 

ViihauTUdhsua 


A Mmiiinlu 

Agum 

0.1190 

do 


A OangodhuMvan ... 


U61 

NuHimba 1 

... 

lA Aaiar»-Nmjui* ... 

Katnn 

0.1980 

Bolnuuhd.Dmr 

... 










Dravi »uh—oomU. 



TUIFUt 

Fuel 

Fhdos 

Bbsh 

Bmumi 

11. 

SamniTu* 

KorndiuBale 

C. 1960 

Usonji-YHodefa- 

nym. 

... 

19. 

Do 

MMngalAiusa 

1989 

Ouamn-Dom 

... 

18. 

Do 

Kolu 

0.1800 

BaiUain 

... 

M. 

ArkoiTon 

Balo-Alw 

C. 1800 

do 

... 

16. 

VMyuuikon 

Bringeil 

C. 1866 

Bnkkal 


16. 

IbUikorjnno 

PuiIuiuilukUi 

0. 1610 

Kri«liiia-DB«». 

Boy*. 

... 

IT. 

Aftbomou* 

Ikkari 

C. 1660 

Saakanna-Nayik* 1 

... 

18. 

Bongouithi 

BuigMUiala 

C. 1600 

P*ioK*n 

... 

19. 

OanriiTum 

YeluiAiir 


Miidd*-B*ja ... 

... 

90. 

Nilakutbocmo 

JamUtiije 


Bonmothtri 

BayakaU. 

... 
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ARCHITECTURE AND SCULPTURE IN MYSORE. 

No. m. 


THE LAKSHMIDEVI TEMPLE AT DODDA GADDAVALLI. 

D ODDA GaddavalU is a small village in the Hftssan Taluk of the H&ssan 
District in the Mysore State, situated at a distance of about 12 miipn 
to the north-west of Hassan and about 2 miles to the left of the H&ssan-BelOr 
road. It is called Dod^ (or Big) Gaddavalh to distinguish it from another 
village close to it known as Chikka (or Little) Gaddavalji. The latter is men¬ 
tioned by this name in an inscription’ in the Bfilar temple, dated 1648, which 
states that during the rule of the Vijayanagar king Sada4iva-Bsya a chief 
named Singapa-Nayaka made a grant of this village to provide for the car 
festival of the god Kssava of BslQr. But in the old inscriptions at Dodda 
GaddavalU the village is named simply GaddumbalU without the prefix 
Doddfti and the epithet ahhinava-EolUtpura or the modem Eoll&punt is 
applied to it owing to the existence there of a temple of Lakshmidfivi, in 
allusion to the famous ancient temple of the same goddess at Kolhap&r. 

The LakshmldSvi temple at Dodda GaddavalU is a typical example of 
the Hoysala style of architecture. It is quadruple, i.e., has four cells, and 
appears to be the only Hoysala building of this kind in the State. Plate I 
gives the full view of the temple from the west. Prom an inscription* in the 
temple (Plate XIV) we leam that during the rule of the Hoysala king Vishuu 
the great merchant (maha-voddavyavahari) Kullahapa-Bahuta and his wife 
Sahajadevi founded the village Abhinava-Eollapura and caused to be erected 
in it the temple of the goddess Mahalakshmi in A. D. 1113. It is thus one 

‘ Epigraphia Camatiea, V, Belur 4. 

Haasan 149. 
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EXTERIOR OF THE TEMPLE 


of the earliest temples of the Hoysala style, built four years before the 
Kesava temple at B§lUr which was founded by king Vishuu in 1117. 

The temple is situated in the middle of a court, measuring 118’ 6* by 
112' 9', enclosed by an old stone wall, about 7 feet high, with two mahadvarat 
or outer gates on the east and west (Plate II). It is worthy of note that 
the raised terrace which forms a characteristic feature of most of the build¬ 
ings of this style is wanting here. To the west gate is attached a fine 
entrance porch or mantapa supported by sixteen pillars and adorned with 
seven artistically executed ceilings. The central ceiling shows fine bead 
work with a circular panel in the middle sculptured with a figure of T&pdR* 
vesvara, while the others have floral ornaments in the middle with circular 
panels carved with the figures of the ashia-dikpHlakas (or regents of the 
eight directions) around. The porch has verandas all round. There was 
likewise a small porch attached to the east outer gate, but this has now 
fallen along with a portion of the enclosing wall. The doorway of the east 
mahadvora is elegantly carved (Plate IV). At each comer of the enclosure 
is a small neat shrine surmounted by a stone tower and a Hoysala crest, i.e., 
a figure of Safa, the progenitor of the Hoysala family, stabbing a tiger. The 
doorways of the shrines are well carved. Plates Y and VI show the shrines 
at the south-west and north-west comers respectively of the enclosure. The 
former has a floral ornament in front of the Hoysala crest, while the latter 
has a figure of TandaveSvara. In the north-east of the temple enclosure, at 
some interval from the comer shrine, is situated a small temple of Bhairava, 
consisting of a garbha-griha or adytum and an open mihanOti or vestibule, 
sklso surmounted by a stone tower and a Hoysala crest. There are thus five 
towers in the enclosure, and adding to these the four over the four cells of 
the main temple, we have in all nine beautiful stone towers vrith Hoysala 
crests, a feature not found in any other Hoysala building in the State. Six 
of these towers are seen in Plate I, while Plate III shows only the four 
towers of the quadruple temple in the middle. 

As stated above, the temple consists of four cells, all surmounted by 
stone towers and Hoysala crests, of which three are in the southern portion 
and one in the northern. Of the former, the east cell enshrines Lakshml- 
devi, the west a linga named BhOtanfttha and the south Bhairava, not the 
origimd figure which must have been Vishnu as indicated by the Garada 
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emblem on the pedestal. The cell in the northern portion is dedicated to 
Kftli. Plate VII shows the east view of the Lakshmld^vi shrine and Plate 
VIII the north view. The Kaji shrine, of which the west view is exhibited 
on Plate IX, has in the navaranga or middle hall two entrances on the 
east and west. The west doorway, flanked by Vaishnava dvampalahm or 
door-keepers, shows good work (Plate X). There are two seated elephants 
at the sides of the cast doorway ( Plate VIII). The outer walls of all the cells 
have single or double pilasters surmounted by ornamental turrets with a few 
figures here and there. The east outer wall of the Kaji cell has sculptured 
on it a figure of Kaji. The turrets on the outer walls of the LakshmIdSvi 
and Vishpu cells show finer work than those on the outer walls of the others. 
There is a pretty large number of niches in the shape of miniature shrines 
on the outer walls, but unlike in other temples most of them bear inscrip¬ 
tions instead of figures. Of the towers, that over the Lakshmld§vi cell 
shows here and there figures of Yakshas. 

Of the four cells, the LaksbmldSvi and the Bbiitanatha cells face each 
other; so also do the Vishnu and the Kaji cells, only at a greater interval. 
Each cel) consists of a garhha-griha and a sukhanOtii, and with the exception 
of the Lakshmidevi cell all have open sukhanosis. The three cells in the 
southern portion are attached to a common navaranga or middle hall. The 
garbha-gnha and sukhanOsi of these three cells have ceilings carved with 
lotuses. The lintel of the garbha-griha doorway of the LaksbmldSvi coll 
has sculptured on it a figure of TandavSsvara, that of the Vishuu cell a 
figure of YSga-Narasimha and that of the Bhfitanatha cell a figure of Gf.ja- 
lakshmi. Lakshmidevi is a fine standing figure, about feet high, flanked 
by female attendants (Plate XI). She has four hands, the upper right hold¬ 
ing a conch, the upper left a discus, the lower right a rosary with the 
abhaya or fear-removing pose and the lower left a mace. It is stated that 
the Vishun cell had once a figure of KSsava. The common navaranga has 
verandas on all the three sides and nine good ceilings of a square shape with 
projecting circular panels, the central one having what looks like T&u^vdS- 
vara and the others the ashta-dikpilakas. It is attached without any 
partition to the navaranga of the Kaji cell. Both the navarangas measure 
about 30 feet in length, the width being about 15 feet. They are supported 


by ten pillars, exclusive of thq four on the verandas. 


There are also eight 

1 * 
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INTERIOR OF THE TBMFI^ 


pilMtere, two each in the tukhanosis of the four cells. Kftli is a terrific 
eight-armed figure, about 8 feet high, seated on a demon, the attributes in 
the right bands being a trident, a sword, an arrow and an axe, and those in 
the left a drum, a noose, a bow and a cup (Plate XII). The upper portion of 
the probha or halo has nine s^ted pntas or ghosts armed with swords, 
while the pedestal has one big prlta with tusks seated with a pitcher in 
front of it. The ceiling of the garhha-griha of the K&}i cell has a lotus, 
while that of the tukhanOn shows a kneeling male figure holding a sword in 
the right hand and a cup in the left. The lintel of the garbha-griha door¬ 
way has a tusked head in the middle flanked by three preteu on either side 
with intervening heads similar to the one in the middle, while its jambs 
have nude female figures wearing sandals. In the sukhanosi stand, facing 
each other, two node male vEtOlai or goblins, about 6 feet high. The hands 
of the vltala to the right are broken. The one to the loft has a protruding 
tongue and holds a sword in the right hand and a skull together with a 
decapitated head in the left (Plate XIII). The vtialos, which are mere 
skeletons, are well carved. They are represented as having large ear-lobes. 
The ceiling of the navaranga of the Kaji cell has a dancing male figure 
playing on the vln4 or lute. 

The name of the architect who built this beautiful temple is given in 
H&ssan 149, which has already been referred to, as Malldja MfiJiuyOja. 
The inscription says that he was resplendent with the creative skill of Viiva- 
karma, the architect of the gods. It also gives at the end a technical 
description of the structure. There are several mutilated figures lying in 
the temple enclosure and outside. One of these, a standing figure of Bhair- 
ava, is seen on Plate VI. There is also another Hoysala temple in a dilapi¬ 
dated condition at the entrance to the village. 

A few words may now be said about the inscriptions that relate to the 
temple. As stated before, several of these are engraved in the niches on 
the outer walls. There are also a few on detached stones standing in the 
enclosure. One of the stones is seen on Plate VII, another on Plate VIII 
near the elephants, and a third, a vHragcd or memorial to a hero who fell in 
battle, on Plate VI. The most important of these epigraphs is H&ssan 149 
(Plate XIV), which records the construction of the temple in A. D. 1118. 
After an invocatory verse in praise of ^ambhu it proceeds to say that while the 
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maha-maQ^tSlvara, Tribhavanamalla, capturer of Talakadu, Koogu, Nangali, 
Banavase, Beliiyala, Halasige, H&nungalu, No^aiubavadi and Ucbchangi, 
bhujabafa-Vlra-Ganga-pratapa-sri-Vishaa-bhtlpalaka was in the capital 
Ddrasamudra, ruling the kingdom in peace and wisdom, tbo possessor of 
all titles, an ornament of an honored family bom in the country near Pariya- 
tra, an incarnation of dliarma or virtue, kind to all living creatures, the great 
merchant (mahi-vaddavyavahan) Kullahaijia-Bahuta and his wife Sahajadevi, 
having caused to the built the village Ahhinava-Kollapura, granted in the 
year Vijaya 4 salagex of wet land, exempt from taxes, below the big tank to 
Malldja Ma^iydja, resplendent with the creative skill of ViSvakarma, who 
erected the temple of Mahalakshmi. Then follow an imprecatory sentence 
and verse after which occur two lines which appear to give the charac* 
teristic features of the structure in technical language. The terms used 
are virrUtna, sarvatobhadra, urishahha, nalinika, uttunga (? uttambha), vairOja, 
Garuda, vardliamdna, kaikha, vritta, pushpaka and griha-raja. All these 
occur as technical terms representing varieties of prasoda in Sanskrit works 
on architecture. 

Two more inscriptions refer themselves to the reign of king Vishnu. 
One of them, Hassan 184, records a money grant by Kullahana-Rabuta, the 
founder of the temple, for the goddess Mah&lakshmi. The other is the viragal 
referred to above (see Plate VI). Though this docs not relate to the temple, 
it deserves some notice. It records that in the war with Beppa-Beva.... 
jaya-r^ntta, charging into the cavalry, attained the world of gods. The 
stone is divided into four panels: the two lower represent the battle setme; 
in the third we see the hero being borne to heaven by celestial nymphs; 
and in the fourth we see him seated with folded hands in front of the litiga. 

Of the remaining epigraphs, two belong to the reign of Narasimhal, son 
of king Vishqin, and several to the reign of Ball&la U, son of Narasimha I. 
One of the inscriptions of N&rasimha I (H&ssan 148), dated 1162, records a 
grant of land for the goddess Mah&lakshmi by Jakawe, wife of Avil&na- 
ohakravarti Dftsaya-s&ha^i. A record of Ballftla U (H&ssan 136), dated 1218, 
states that Siriy&dSvi, younger sister of the mahil-va4davyavcJiari Gk)leha- 
n&yaka, and M&yidfiva made a grant of land to provide for the livelihood 
of the garland-makers for the deities Mah&l a k s h m i, K&li and BhQtan&tha. 
Another (H&ssan 139), which appears to be dated 1200, tells ns that Ball&ls 
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II remitted a number of taxes (named) and granted the village of JigaravaUi 
for the three deities. A third (Hassan 142), dated 1194, registers the grant 
of two looms each for the same deities hy Heggade SAgayya. A fourth 
(H&ssan 144), dated 1209, says that Heggade Sdmayya, the customs officer 
of Santasav&di, son of Ball&la-Dfiva’s great minister and general GOyidimayya 
and hrother-in-law of the great merchant Jayitayya, granted certain tolls 
(specified) for the same three deities. There arc also a few more records 
of the same reign, namely H&ssan 138,143, 145 and 161, which show that 
Goleha-n&yaka and Siriyaddvi, mentioned above, were persons of some 
importance who took much interest in the maintenance of the temple. The 
latest record in the temple, Hassan 140, registers the deposit of a fund in 
1319 in order to provide for offerings of rice for the goddess Mahalakshmi. 
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APPENDIX. 


TransHteratioB of HsMan No. 149 In the L^cahraidevi temirie 
•t Dodda QaddavnIU. 


1. Namas tanga-^ira&-ohambi-chandra-ch&tQfura-oh6- 

2. rave! traij5kya-nagarirambba-mlilastambh&- 

3. ya dambbavesvasti 4rlman-maba-mapdh- 

4. lekvaram Tribhuvanamalla Talak&du-Kobgn- 

5. Nangali-Banavase-Beiavala-Halasige-Hanab* 

6. galn-No^ambavadiy-IJcbchangi-gonda bhuja- 

7. bala-Vira-Qabga-pratapa-krl-Yisb^a-bb'il- 

8. p&]akanu Ddriuamudrada rajadba- 

9. niyalu sukba-Bankatba-vinddadim ra- 

10. jyam-geyyuttire II svasti 6ri-bbuvaDa-bbavana-v6|ftvanI-P4- 

11. riyatra-tan-madbya-dekddbbava-mabita-kula-tUa- 

12. ka dbann&vatara sarva-jlva-dayaparar appa H svasti sa- 

13. masta-praiMti-sabitam &rlman-mab&-vaddavyavab&- 

14. ri KoIlabEk^a-r&batarum ardbabgsb-laririyar appa Sa- 

15. haj&deviyarain firimata Abbinava-Eoll&pn- 

16. ravaib geysi kriman-Mahalaksbmi-deviya prft- 

17. Bidavam geyda Vi&vakanna-nirmita-sa- 

18. bb&sitan appa Malldja-M&iniyd- 

19. jabge Vijaya-samvatsarada Cbaitra-kaddha 10 

20. Bribaspati-v&radandu biriya-keiceyh 

21. keiage n&lkii-Balage-gaddeyam sarva-iiamasya- 

22. v-ftgi kottam cbandr&rka-ta- 

23. rambaram salvudu 1-dharmavam kidisida- 

24. vam linga-bbedi Gangeya tadiyalu kavi* 

26. leyom Br&bma^anamam konda Brahma-ba- 
26. ti sva-dattam para-dattftm v& yd hareta 
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Q7. vaBondluuram shash^ir Tarsha-sahaBriQi vi- 

28. 8h(hfty&m jiyaM krimilbi 8 

29. vimtoa swatdbhadia Trishabha nalinika uttufiga vai- 

30. raja Oaru^a Tardhamtaa 6abkha Tritta pashpaka giiha-rftja svaati 
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INTKODDCTORY NOTE. 


“Thb eztraordinaiy 'wealth of the artistic prodacts of Mysore,” as disclosed 
by my Annaal Reports, has attracted coasidcrable attention both in India 
and outside. Considering its area, Mysore is extremely rid) in the number 
of its artistic structures, the majority of which are built in the style named 
Cbalukyan’ by Fergusson, and the rest in the Dravidian style. The name 
Chalukyan is undoubtedly a misnomer so far as Mysore is concicmed, seeing 
that all the buildings of this style in Mysore were erected during the rule of 
the Hoysdas. According to Fergusson himself this style attained its fullest 
development and highest degree of perfection in the dominions of the kings 
of the Hoysala dynasty. The name ‘ Hoysala’ ought to be adopted as the 
more appropriate designation of the style. With very few exceptions, such 
as the temples at Tonachi, Angadi, Belgami, Kuppatur and Chikka-IIanasoge, 
which go back to the eleventh century, ail the Hoysala buildings in Mysore 
came into existence in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. The period of 
the ornate structures of the Dravidian style in Mysore ranges from the 
eighth to the sixteenth century. 

The list, which is by no means exhaustive, of the monument.s built in the 
two styles mentioned above, appended to this Note with some particulars re¬ 
lating to them, is enough to give some idea of the richness of My.sore in 
these artistic treasures. The dates given in a few cases arc approximate. 
Fergusson has briefly described and illustrated about half a do/cn of these 
temples. Mr. and Mrs. Workman have similarly dealt with a few more. 
Mr. Rice has briefly noticed several others besides in bis volumes of the 
Epigraphia Camatica. But the descriptions given by these scholai’s cannot 
but be incomplete, since the interior of most of the temples was a sealed book 
to them. Further, they have scarcely paid any attention to the sculpture 
of the buildings. In my Annual Reports 1 have not only given much addi¬ 
tional information concerning the temples dealt with by the above-mentioned 
scholars, but have also described and illustrated a large number of buildings 



not known before. I have, besides, famished “an immense amount of 
entirely new matter desoriptive of the soalptore,” the illustration, especially, 
of individual works of art signed by the artiets having aroused considerable 
interest among scholars in Europe. Still, as a glance at the list will show, 
there are many monuments which await and deserve to be described and 
illustrated. 

A wish has been expressed in several quarters that the mass of literU' 
tore bearing on temple architecture and iconography which is increaung in 
volume ought to be embodied in permanent form removed from the pages of 
the Annual Reports. It is under contemplation to prepare and publish a 
monograph on Hoysala architecture in Mysore. In the meantime it is 
proposed to issue atout half a dozen short monogri^hs with suitable illustra¬ 
tions on a few notable buildings of the Hoysala and Dravidian styles in the 
State, treating of both their architecture and scuipture. The present work 
on the Kesava temple at Somanathapur forms the first of the series. The 
illustrations have been prepared by Mr. T. Namassivayam Pillai, the 
Photographer and Draughtsman of my Ofiice. My thanks are due to Mr. 
G. H. Yates, Superintendent, Government Press, for kind suggestions with 
regard to the get-up of the book and the personal care bestowed on the 
arrangement and printing of the illustrations. 


Banoalore, 
December 1916. 


R. NARASIMHACHAR. 
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PEOVISIONAL LIST OP ARTISTIC BUILDINGS OP THE HOYSALA AND 
DRA VIDIAN STYLES IN MYSORE. 

HOYSALA. 


'Xkmpuc 

Tlace 

Pr.jiioi) 

1 ]<KI(.N 


IlKMAKKa 

I- Baskveavum 

Toiiachi 

1 

i ("1047 

i Vinayaditya 



8. Jain Butia 

Aiiifadi 

j CI050 

do 



9. K«»dAreRVftn 


1 CI060 

do 


Tnpip 

4. TripurftuUka 

do 

; 1070 

* do 


l>ouble 

C. KAitobbcHVftrii 

Kuppatnr 

.' CI070 

1 dn 



6. Adinatha-buti 

Ctiikka HauttHo^'e . 

i (Mono 

I 

1 do 


Triple 

7. Lakahmidevi 

Bndda OaddavalU .. 

j flll.'i 

! Viibiiavardhana... 

Qiiadrupb* 

H. Kcsiiva 

Bolar 

! 1117 

1 

' do 


n. KappC'Chenuigaraya 

1 

i flU7 

i do 


l>nuhlc 

10. Kirtiuarayaua 

Talkad 

1117 

do 



11. Kraava 

Maralc* 

1 

u:K) 

: do 



12. Siddhesvtra 


ii;to 

; do 



18. PtniTiuiAthft b»8ti ... 

ilalebid 


1 do 



14. Hoyaalpsvara 

do 

CIMI 

' NaraKiriiha 1 


I )ouUp 

IS. JaiiiBasti 

CliolasaiidrA 

1145 

do 

... 

Triple. 

16. KniiftVR 

Hoiiiiavara 

11-19 

do 



17. Ittvuii 

a\iifkniitii( 

CllGO 

do 



18. Kmava 

Ohaniiapui-a 

1162 

do 

1 


19. Bo 

HuHckfre 

lien 

do 

... ^ 


20. lloyfwlARvara 

IVh^iuafcatta 

C’ 1163 

do 

1 


21. Kfmavft 

Na{7auiauifala 

Cl 170 

do 


Xriplo 

22. BmhmfRvm ... .. ! 

Kikkcri 

1171 

do 



83. Bncheavara ... .. j 

Koramangaia 

im 

dn 



84. Akkana-baati ... ... | 

Sravaua Brlgola 

11H2 

Ballalall 



2fi. AioriteiVkrft ... .. i 

1 

Amntapura 

1196 

do 



86. lavara ... . . 1 

Arasiki*rt> 

(;i20o 

do 



87. SanUnatba-baati 

Jinanathapnra 

C1200 

do 



88. MahalinRcivara 

Mavuitauballi 

C1200 

do 


Triple 

89. Cbatteavan 

Cbatchattaiihalli ... 

C1900 

do 


do 

80. Trimurti 

Baudalike 

ciaoo 

do 


do 

31. Anekal 

do 

ctaoo 

dn 

-I 

do 


b 







VI 


Hotbala— ameld. 


TRMP1.E 

PI.ACR 


Fesiod 

llEIOM 

Hemabu 

89. 

KotUudmin* 

Uirimaealur 



ciaoo 

BtUda II 

... 


38. 

SiddhoBVftTii 

Kodakaci 


*.• 

CI900 

do 



34. 

BantiniUia-buti 

Bandaliko 



C1304 

do 


... 

35. 

KirtinftrftyAim 

Ilaraifu 



1318 

do 



36. 

Ked»r<*8vanfc 

ITalebid 



1219 

do 



87. 

Virabhadra 

do 



01220 

do 



3H. 

Isvara 

Kacditavara 



CI290 

do 

... 


3l». 

Uarihara 

llaribar 



mi 

Nuraiiiraha 11 



«. 

Jinllnr 

Mule-Siiip's>ara 


... 

12S1 

do 

... 

Triple 

41. 

Sonu'Kvara 

llaruballi 



19lM 

do 



42 

Kriwva 

do 



OI2'M 

do 



43. 

Mallikurjmia 

BaRaral 



1235 

do 


Triple 

44. 

LakahinjiuaraBiiuha ... 

Nuf'giballt 



1243 

Somoavan 


do 

43. 

Sadasiva 

do 


... 

C 1249 

do 



43. 

Lalutbrninaraaimha ... 

Javaga! 



01200 

do 


Triple 

47. 

jHVara 

Budanur 



cma 

do 


... 

4». 

Tadjitanabba 

dc) 



01250 

do 



43. 

ranchaliiiga 

Oovindanfaalli 



01250 

dn 


Quintuple 

SO. 

Kesava 

Nagalaxmra 



0 law 

do 



fil. 

Kudari'Bvara 

dll 


... 

01200 

do 



fia. 

Malit*Bvara 

iiulikal 



0 12110 

do 



53. 

Ki*Ka>a 

Tuiidaga 



(’ ISSTiO 

do 



54. 

TjaKubniiuarayatia ... 

HoaaUoUlu 



C lira 

do 


Triple 

55. 

Kcsava 

Turu>fk<')i- 



C 1‘260 

N'araajoiba Ill 



66. 

Mulr-Saiikart>Kvara ... 

dn 



01960 

do 



57. 

KcKa\a 

Soiiiaiialba|)ur 


. 

1268 

do 


Triple 

50. 

Madbavaraya 

Bellur 


•• 

0 1270 

do 


do 

63. 

IjakHbnunara'iiniba ... 

Unit Narsixitir 



C 1*270 

do 


do 

60. 

NaraKimha 

Vigiiasuittf 



1266 

do 


do 



DRAVIDIAN. 






1. 

Kandiavara 

Natidj 



0 600 

Govinda Ill 


... 

fl. 

Lakabmaneavartt cic. 

Avani 



0 940 

Biifa-Nobimba 


... 

8. 

Chaniuiidaraya*baatt 

Bravaliu B»'l|;^la 



0 860 

lUjuiulU 

... 

... 

















TttmnM 


4. UuktiiuUiMTm ... ... BiuuuntUKtU 

6. VkidyMW* ... ... lalkwi 

6. Paoohaknto-buti ... ... Kuntwdkfaslli 

T. S)ome«v*» ... ... Kurudunutk- 

B. Do ... ... Kolar 

9. Arkwwa ... ... Hale-Alar 

10. Vidyauiikarm ... ... Srmgeri 

11. Aghomvaim ... ... Ikkrri 

13. Kunganattaa lUiiKastbsla 













